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Charles Smith 2006 Royal City Syrah (Columbia
100 Valley); $80. In 2005 Charles Smith introduced
three high-end Syrahs, all from the same vineyard, named
Heart, Skull and Old Bones. In 2006 Smith has made a wine
better than each of these, by combining them into a single
wine—Royal City Syrah. Rich scents of purple fruit, smoked

meat, cedar, lead pencil, moist earth and so on proclaim a
wine with genuine gravitas. There is nothing missing, from
the first sniff to the last sip, the wine delivers on all levels.
Complex, beautifully balanced, powerful and detailed.




